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Pastor, Chris Hjelmstad—    Email: pastorchrishj@gmail.com 

Office: Ph: 719-275-6797  Email: sothoffices@gmail.com — Web Site: www.sothlutherancc.com 

.***SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00am*** 

2021 

MATTHEW 28:6 



2 

 

  

              

P 
A 
S 
T 
O 
R 
S  
 

P 
A 
G 
E

 
 
  

 
 
We get 40 days preparation for the crucifixion and putting to death that which works against 
our relationship with God—the refrain of Lent is “Return to the Lord your God.”  Then after 
all the bloodshed and grief we get the “surprise” (which really shouldn’t have been a surprise 
at all since Jesus talked about it a lot) the empty tomb of resurrection! 
 
Our Easter refrain, “Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!” goes on for 50 days!  
What a party!  And that’s not all; there’s more!  At the end of the 50-day celebration of what 
God finished in Jesus WE get the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out, not only on a few of the 
faithful, but on all flesh!  Does it get any better than that? No, I don’t think so either! 
But Easter and the breathing of the Holy Spirit are not the end of this story, but rather the be-
ginning of a whole new chapter that is still being written.  We don’t have any idea where that 
chapter will take us.  I pray that whatever happens it will be God’s will and that we will cele-
brate and be strengthened in our faith and walk with God and each other.  And I am not naïve.  
While we are Easter people, we are also constantly reminded that although the battle is won, 
the war continues in spite of that.   
 
In the gospels, the reactions to the resurrection varied from fear and great joy to fear and great 
fear (that’s not a typo); confusion and doubt, more confusion and sadness to great joy.  
Sounds familiar.  Life continues to happen.  The first disciples didn’t have it all together.  We 
still don’t have it all together all these centuries later.  That doesn’t seem to faze Jesus 
though—it didn’t way back when and I believe that it doesn’t now either.  He met Mary and 
Peter and Thomas and Cleopas and all the others wherever they were.  They didn’t go looking 
for him, Jesus found them.  He walked with them.  He listened to them.  He forgave them.  He 
breathed peace on them.  Why should 2021 AD be any different than 1 AD?   
 
Not only do we mark time pre- and post-COVID, we mark time as either before the resurrec-
tion (BC) or after (AD).  I suspect that God does too.  We are different because our relation-
ship with God is different AD, but life still goes on pretty much the same way as it did BC.  
We rejoice, we weep, we doubt, we fear, we don’t understand, we again will eventually re-
joice.  The difference is that we know that we are made right with God and we also know that 
we are not in this alone.  We know that Jesus meets us where we are after he seeks us out.  We 
are found and listened to and forgiven and given peace and our eyes opened.  And so, we have 
the audacity to hope and to be joy-filled even when we feel more Lent-y than Easter-y.  This 
is all true.  And…the tomb is still empty.   This is also true.   And this is what gives us hope in 
the midst of trials, this is what gives us strength and courage to put one foot in front of the 
other.   
 
We are blessed with the inability to see into the future.  We can remember the past and relish 
the gift of today, or at least find some good in it, even if we know that eventually that page in 
our story will turn.  The good that we can always find is that Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
We have the peace of the Holy Spirit breathed into us, Christ walks with us no matter the ter-
rain and he cares deeply what becomes of us.  No matter what.  In these we have our hope.  
Thanks be to God!   
 
Blessings!  Pastor Chris                                                    
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 NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Please, if your name is not listed, and 
you would like to have it listed, please 
let the office know, Also, please let us 
know of any corrections...spelling or 
date.         ..Thanks Shirley 

 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES…….. 
 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY,  APRIL 1st…...7pm 
 
GOOD FRIDAY, ………..APRIL 2nd….7pm 
 
EASTER SUNDAY, …….APRIL 4th. 8 & 11am 

 

 
JOIN US FOR OUR EASTER     

BREAKFAST 
 

Breakfasts will 
Be Between 

Services 
 

Diane West   4/2 
 
Bella  Hjelmstad  4/2 
 
Jacqueline Hanssen 4/3 
 
Marlyn VerSluys  4/4 
 
Kerry Varner  4/5 
 
Dave Jarvis   4/5 
 
Tonya Fisher  4/7 
 
Linda Freed   4/7 
 
Rosa Schuler  4/7 
 
Taiya Fisher   4/7 
 
Helen Dalzell  4/8 
 
Sarah Anderson  4/15 
 
Bob Anderson  4/15 
 
Caleb Richter  4/20 
 
Ruth Nelson   4/21 
 
DeDe Waldmann  4/23 
 
Rick Romano  4/26 
 
Perry Nagel   4/26 
 
Ron Zenobia  4/27 
 
Jim Reppert   4/27 
 
Al Ballard   4/30 
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           WEB OF GRACE  2021   

April ILAG Newsletter 
 

Living The “Web of Grace” 
 

Our “Web of Grace” stewardship promotion at the end of last year was successful and now we 
have the privilege of living out that web. As children of God with Jesus as our Lord we express 
our thankfulness living in God’s grace by reaching out to others.   2 Corinthians 9:12-15 “12 This 
service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also over-
flowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have 
proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confes-
sion of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 
else”. During our “Web of Grace” emphasis we used our long-standing partnership with      
Jesús de los Milagros. We chose to support their long-standing wish to construct a new church 
building. The estimated construction cost for the building using a budget from Jesús de los Mil-
agros is $$22,250. Our current commitment of $10,000 will not be sufficient to complete the 
project but it will be a start and the Stewardship Committee has decided to carry this element of 
the “Web of Grace” onward to the 2022 stewardship program.  

 
This photo is the Jesús de los Milagros 
church building as they celebrated their 
20th Anniversary in 2019 as posted on the 
ILAG website. Little had changed from 
our 2008 visit. They are very excited 
about constructing a new church building 
now that they have the title to the land. 
The plan is to build a 2,700 ft2 concrete 
block building with cement floor as their 
new church building. This new worship 
center could also be used for other com-
munity meetings. 
 

 
As SOTH shares our gift of grace, we build relationships with the family of God. The economy 
of the village of Israel is primarily based on subsistence farming that grows corn and beans. The 

new church building will not 
become reality without our   
contribution. This photo is part 

of the family of Jesús de los  
Milagros that gathered in March 
2019 to celebrate 20 years as a 

Lutheran community in      
northwest Guatemala. 
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   MISSION NEWS  
“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 
  Winston Churchill 

“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 

Stewards of our natural world 

“God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.” –Genesis 1:31 

Type “glacier loss” into an internet search engine, examine photos of ice sheets today versus just a few dec-
ades ago, and you will draw the same conclusion as the world’s best scientists: We are losing ice, and fast.  
But melting glaciers is just one of the many crises facing our natural world. Stressed by warming tempera-
tures, rising sea levels, shifting weather patterns, acidifying ocean waters, and pollution of land, air and wa-
ter, nature itself is under grave threat. Thousands of species of insects, plants and animals are going extinct 
as habitat from coral reefs to rainforests to estuaries, is destroyed. 
 
“Our planet is in crisis,” says campaignfornature.org. “The natural world is disappearing at an unprece-
dented rate.”  For God’s people, appointed as caretakers of God’s creation, this is not just troubling news but 
also a call to action.  
 
This April 22, the 51st Earth Day, let’s dedicate ourselves to learning about and fighting for God’s creation. 
Here are some ideas: 
 
 Learn about the growing crises and how they threaten our lives. Teach others. 
 Pick one problem and make it a focus for education, awareness, and action in your family or congrega-

tion. 
 Connect with nature by visiting a park or wild place near you.  
 Pick up litter and trash from the street or public land. 
 Learn about the plants and animals that live in your area.  
 Plant flowers, herbs, vegetables or trees.  
 Advocate for public policies that will promote conservation. 
 Find a special way to observe Earth Day in your family, congregation, or community. 
 
Our natural world is under threat, but God’s people can make a difference by caring and getting busy. 
 
--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He 
blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 

 

Thank you   to all who have donated items for the Mission Team ’s “Get Your Can to Church” 
Lenten project.  Through March 9

th
 you donated 225 pounds of food, which was delivered to 

Loaves & Fishes.  A full report on the total number of pounds of food you donated will appear in the 
May Newsletter. 
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased cases of Equal Exchange coffee.  The extra dona-
tions totaling $65 were given to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  Thank you for supporting this 
Mission Team project.  All offerings at the Wednesday night Lenten services were also donated to 
the World Hunger Appeal. 
 
Ruth Circle meets next on Thursday, April 8th at 10:00 a.m. In this 4

th
 session of “Journeys 

with Angels”“, we will learn about funny, alleluia angels.  We will travel with angels who firmly lead 
people from bleak walls of captivity and shadows of death into the light of freedom and joy. All 
women are welcome to attend.  Come and bring a friend.  If you can, please bring a box of cereal 
for Mercy Today Ministries. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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“NAVIGATING THE COVID WATERS  

Structuring a New Path Forward!” 

        

Stewardship 
 
Stewardship team has met to begin discussing ministry focus for 2022.  This year 
the focus has been on Mercy Today Ministries, St Paul in Lake Charles, LA, and 
Jesus de los Milagros.  The team has voted to continue with Jesus de los Milagros 
in order to help them realize their dream of a church building.  If you have a sug-
gestion for a local outreach or an outreach beyond our local community, please 
forward any and all suggestions to charlenecoulson@gmail.com. 
 

GET READY TO PAINT 
 
Get out your painting 

clothes and get that paint-

ing arm toned up!!!On a 

date yet to be determined 

in APRIL, SOTH mem-

bers—yes youth also—

will be painting the Mercy 

today building which fac-

es the street. Watch the 

Thursday announcements 

for a date.  We are blessed 

to be a blessing to oth-

ers—see you there!! 

mailto:charlenecoulson@gmail.com
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-about Easter’s Resurrection - That little baby born at Christmastide only to 
die on a Black Friday will rise again on Easter Morn’! No more crying as we know 
that we will have forgiveness of sins and eternal life with God. Hallelujah. God 
willing and the Pandemic subsides, we WILL celebrate this Holy Day together. 
Worship services are at 8 and 11 and we plan to have some kind of Hunt for the 
children ages 3 ½ years - 5th grade. Together let us celebrate this miraculous 
event which is KEY to our FAITH!. Jesus IS Risen, He is risen INDEED!  
 
-about Resurrecting in person Sunday School - One year and counting since 
the regular Sunday School lessons each Sunday were suspended. I have mourned 
this loss greatly and ask that anyone reading this say a prayer right now so that 
we may know God’s will regarding our Sunday School classes for our children in pre
-K through 5th grade. We decided to meet one time each month and enjoyed les-
sons together with 9 students on the first Sunday in March. The first Sunday in 
April is Easter Sunday, therefore we WILL meet as a Sunday School group on 
April 11th! 
 
-about Noisy Offering-March’s offering was directed to the Orchard of Hope. 
Thanks to the generosity of those in attendance at worship, we gathered $80 in 
noisy change and bills; the most received since pre pandemic worship began! 
 
-about Sunday School Classes-As stated above, we did resume in person Sunday 
school for at least 1 Sunday each month. We loved being together on March 7th. 
The last Sunday in March is Palm Sunday and we do have palms for all of our stu-
dents. On Easter Sunday we will attend worship observing physical distancing 
guidelines. Between services there will be a traditional (of sorts) covid approved 
Easter Egg Event. On April 11 we will meet during the 9 am worship to share the 
lesson for the 2nd Sunday of Easter. We get to watch how the Whirl kids present 
scripture! 
 
-about Catechism Classes- During Lent, it was delightful to meet with some of 
the catechism students on Wednesday evenings. After Easter, we will gather to-
gether again so we can plan and practice for the Youth Worship service scheduled 
for April 25th,  giving the group 2 Sundays of preparation! Yikes.  
 
-about RTLC Camp-CONFIRMATION camp for our congregation is scheduled 
for July 18 to 24. Pastor Chris will attend as well as several of our own. This will 
be a great week to bond while learning more about our faith in the Triune God. 
 
-about RTLC Fundraiser- Quite a few of our congregation students are al-
ready registered for summer camp 2021. Although we did not spend as much last 
year, neither were we able to present in person fundraisers such as breakfasts. 
The Ed team is brainstorming as to how we can be sure to have enough to support 
all of our congregational kids who desire to go to a week of camp this summer. If 
you have an idea, please let Dena, Becky or Pastor know! 
 
-about April meeting- Also Christian Education will meet at 6pm on April 22nd 
the 4th Thursday of the month.  
Dena 
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The Rocky Mountain Synod is planning a digital (Zoom) assembly on April 29 - 
May 1, 2021. There is more information on the schedule and events for the      
assembly at the RMS web site. Shepherd of the Hills can send voting delegates 
for $125.00 each However, this year others are invited to attend AT NO COST. 
This is your chance to find out what happens at an annual assembly, and hopeful-
ly encourage you to attend as a voting delegate sometime in the future. Let’s plan 
a gathering where we can attend as a congregation. Talk to Pastor Chris if you 
are interested!  

Check out the econnection at the Rocky Mountain Synod’s website rmselca.org  
to see what is happening in our synod, what events are coming up, and what you 
can do to be more involved in the life of the synod. Go to the Rocky Mountain 
Synod main site and put “econnection” in the search bar. That will take you to the 
page where you can subscribe or view past editions.  
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            NEWS!  NEWS!!  NEWS!!    

NEW Rocky Mountain Synod Ministry:                       
VETERAN SERVANT CORPS         

PROJECT  

On May 1, 2020 the Rocky Mountain Synod 
council approved the Veteran Servant Corps 
Project. This mission will be partnering with 
agencies that help homeless veterans. They will 
provide no-cost retreats at ELCA camps for 
veterans and their families.  

They will also provide training for ELCA clergy and pastoral care support staff to under-
stand veteran issues. Along with this, they will provide ideas and materials for veteran 
awareness and celebrations in ELCA communities.  

You can learn more by going to the RMS web site and select “ministries” on the blue bar; 
then select “Servant Corps”. Under that heading you’ll see “Veteran Servant Corps Project. 
When you click on that, you will be taken to information on what this group is doing and 
will see a button to make a donation. If you are interested in working on this project, please 
contact Vicky Daub at lvdaub2@gmail.com. You may also contact Diana Biggs at  bear-
blanca@aol.com or 719-275-4647. Our fir st r etreat for  veterans and their  families is 
planned for September 10-12, 2021 at Sky Ranch. A future retreat will be planned for  
Rainbow Trails. 

                  COME JOIN US FOR THIS IMPORTANT NEW MISSION.  

          
               AS YOU PRAY, PLEASE REMEMBER…… 

 
All of our Military, especially our  

SOTH members and relatives...   
 

TSgt. Jake Dalzell, USAF, stationed at McConnell AFB, Wichita, KS;  1st Sgt. Austin  Roberts, US     
Army, Stationed at  Ft. Carson;  SMSgt. Joshua  Hinsey, USAF, stationed in Germany; Spec. Mi-
chael Kelley, U.S. Army, 2nd Deployment to Iraq;  Capt. Warren Riner, USAF, deployed overseas;   

Lt. Colonel, Edward Runyan, U.S. Army,  stationed at  Ft. Carson:  SFC. Tony Salyer, U.S. Army,       
stationed at Ft. Carson;  Zachary Jayson,  Military-deployed to  Afghanistan. 
 
Note:Please let us know the names of the military personnel you wish to have on the list.  If you know 
of others who are in the military, please call the church office and we will include their names. 
Please give us the rank and where they are stationed.   

                          Please remember to notify the office of any changes or deletions 
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 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Satur-
day 

    1 2 3 

         MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
  
  
3 -7 PM - VITA 

GOOD       
FRIDAY 
  
9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 
 
 
Noisy Offer-
ing 
  

OFFICE 
CLOSED 
  
9 AM Peace in 
Motion 
6 PM Sisters of 
Hope 
  

  
5:30 PM Book 
Club 
7 PM Council 
Mtg 
  

9 AM-1 PM - 
VITA 

  
10 AM Ruth 
Circle 
  
3 -7 PM - VITA 
  
  
  

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  

SACRED 
DIALOG 
10:00am  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

  9 AM Peace in 
Motion 
  

  9 AM-1 PM – 
VITA 
  
1:30 PM Craft-
ing for           
Christ 
  

  
  
3 -7 PM - VITA 
  
  

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

  9 AM Peace in 
Motion 
  

  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

9 AM-1 PM - 
VITA 

  
  
  
3 -7 PM - VITA 
  

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

  
YOUTH 
SUNDAY!! 

9 AM Peace in 
Motion 
  

  9 AM-1 PM – 
VITA 
  
1:30 PM Craft-
ing for              
Christ 
  

  
  
  
3 -7 PM - VITA 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  
  
ARBOR DAY 
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YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

President—Charlene Coulson 
Vice President– Dianne Bush 
Secretary– Ron Sutton 
 
Blaine Putzer  Sarah Anderson  
Brad Putzer   Cindy Giles-Thomas 
Jon Runa   
   
      Also...Lois Petersen-Kelley                     
    Church  Treasurer  

OUR SOCIAL MINISTRIES:   
 
LOAVES AND FISHES  need help with the following: HOUSEHOLD USED FURNITURE!   Any and all 
Baby Items, CLOTHING of all kinds, They can always use DISH SOAP AND CANNED TUNA (or in pouches) 
CANNED TOMATOES, CANNED BEANS, CANNED VEGETABLES, CANNED FRUIT, CANNED 
SOUP, CANNED PASTA WITH MEAT, PEANUT BUTTER, TOILET PAPER, MAC & CHEESE, 
CEREAL.  Please br ing any frozen foods directly to Loaves & Fishes.  They can always use any non-
perishable food, monetary donations, or household items.  Paper goods are always appreciated, paper towels, 
napkins, toilet paper, etc.  The first Sunday of the month is designated as “Loaves & Fishes Sunday,” however 
you may donate your items at any time in the box provided in the coat room.                                               
    VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!!!! 
 
Pull Tabs from Aluminum Cans : Goes to benefit Ronald McDonald House in Colorado Springs.   
Also:   Paper/Cardboard: Please remove or shred personal information and put papers in a box or plastic bag 
before putting in the blue recycling bin, located at the end of our driveway entrance. 
Aluminum Cans: Please consider donating your aluminum cans to the Humane Society. 
Plastic Bags: Manna House could use those plastic shopping bags with handles. ( Loaves n’ Fishes also uses 
them, but their need varies. Please call them first.) 
Cancelled Stamps:  There is a basket on the table in the coat room for  your  cancelled stamps. Benefits 
TUBFRIM in Norway. 
Box Tops:  Please save your  box tops which are given to the Mountain View Core Knowledge School, for  
their greatest needs. There is a container on the table in the coat room for your box tops. 
 

        Officers of the Congregation 

   President: Charlene Coulson    Vice President: Dianne Bush 

   Secretary: Ron Sutton  Treasurer: Lois Petersen-Kelley 

     Shepherd  of the Hills Staff 
 

 

    

   Pastor: Rev. Christine Hjelmstad  

   Office Administrator:  Sheila Foley 

   Newsletter:  Shirley Kramer 

   Financial Secretary: Barb Knicely 

   Sunday School Superintendent: Dena Richter 

   Secretary of Youth Ministry: Bobbie Anderson 

   

                                                 

 

Organists/Accompanists:  Gerry Willis, Leslie Willis 

Choir Director:  Gerry Willis 

Choir Accompanist:  Cheri Chiaro 

Grounds Keeper: Caroline Bernhardt 

Custodian:  Teresa Burdick 

 

           S.O.T.H.   GENERAL Information Page  



  

 

PLEASE…...IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER, 
PLEASE INFORM THE CHURCH OFFICE—Phone—719-275-6797 

email—sothoffices@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
801 N  Sheridan Ave. 
Cañon City, CO  81212 

 


