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In May we celebrate the pouring out of the Spirit on all flesh.  According to Acts, this event 
happened during the Jewish celebration of Pentecost, which is a harvest festival.  How fitting 
that the Spirit was set loose during a festival celebrating and giving thanks for the harvest!    
Jesus taught that the HARVEST is plentiful, but the laborers few.  No longer are the laborers 
few when the Holy Spirit is poured out on all flesh!  We all are laborers in God’s fields. 
 
In seminary we got a lot of Jesus, but very little Holy Spirit.  I had one class on the Spirit.  One.  
This is baffling!  In the Small Catechism Luther writes of the Spirit: I believe that by my own 
understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead 
the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy, 
and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole 
Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common true faith.  
Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—mine and 
those of all believers. On the Last Day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and 
will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most cer tainly true. 
 
Luther also states the Spirit “brings other gifts: love, prayer, thanksgiving, chastity, endurance, 
etc.”  Why do we spend so little time learning about and communicating with the Person of God 
that gives so many gifts and benefits?  We tend to speak of God the Holy Spirit as Sustainer, 
but there is so much more to the Spirit than that.  The Spirit also ignites and instigates and    
inspires and intrigues.   
 
I suppose one reason for having so little on the Holy Spirit could be, as the writer of the gospel 
according to Mark tells us, scripture is the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.  The Holy Spirit was given to few people before Jesus’ ascension and that Pentecost 
day.  We are Holy Spirit people and it is our task, and our privilege to continue writing the story 
of God active in human history.  We do not have Jesus in the flesh, but we do have the Spirit in 
our flesh.   
 
Pentecost is not just one day, but who we are as God’s people. Not just Easter people, but also 
Pentecost people.   Happy Pentecost! 
 

Blessings of the Spirit!  Pastor Chris 
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 NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 

We lift up the family of member Helen Dalzell, in 
sympathy, love and support.  Helen passed away  
April 7th, 2021.  Helen was always a bright and 
shining face around SOTH, and will be missed.  She 
loved travel, antiques and pets.  She was a loyal 
member of the “Crafting for Christ” group, and was 
the “knitting expert” sharing her projects and won-
derful knitting knowledge with the group.  Helen 
donated many items to the craft sales, and worked 
hard during the sales.  May God bless you Helen. 

 

Building Reminder--We are so happy that our build-
ing is a blessing to so many groups and individu-
als and it is a privilege for us to serve the community 
by sharing this space.  We are glad you are here!  Just 
a reminder that when you leave please make sure that 
all lights are out and that all the doors are 
locked.  There have been many times lately that the 
exterior doors--especially the east door with the code 
lock--have not been fully closed, and the office doors 
have been open.  The east door is slow to close espe-
cially in colder weather.  Please just take a moment to 
be sure that the building is secure for the next person 
to enter.  Thank you!  

Many Thanks to all those who contrib-
uted to the “cancelled stamps Sons of Nor-
way  Ministry.”  On April 18th we were able 
to    deliver over 5000 stamps when we went 
to the wonderful Norwegian Frocost.    
Thanks again, Karen Barslou 

SACRED DIALOGUE = Sacred Dialogue 
will be taking a summer vacation.  We will 
not meet starting in May and Pastor will 
evaluate if this is a meaningful process 
for people or whether it has done what 
was needed.  Please let Pastor know if you 
would like to have this ministry continue.  
Thanks to all who have participated. 

RETIREMENT BLESSINGS!!!                   
Retirement Blessings to Gini Woltemath!!  With 
gratitude for your 40 years of devotion to the Al-
tar Guild.  We wish you rest from that  
Ministry.  THANK YOU GINI !!! 
We also welcome new members to the Altar 
Guild team, Tonya Fisher, Glennie Forbes,     
Pastor Lois Goodman, and Bella Hjelmstad.  
Thank you Sharon Knotek for continuing to 
serve!! 

THANK YOU—Thank you to all who helped 
make our Lenten and Easter Sunday worship 
so meaningful and inspirational!  We are grate-
ful for the mid-week preaching of Nellie      
Jarvis, Eric Hjelmstad, Pastor Lois Goodman, 
Jennirer Corkill and Dena Wangerin Richter.  
Special thanks to Sheila Foley and Gerry and 
Leslie Willis for all your hard work (and EX-
TRA work!)  We are truly blessed at SOTH 
with all our faithful servants of our crucified 
and risen lord! 
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   MISSION NEWS  
“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 
  Winston Churchill 

“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 

Stewards of our elders’ wisdom 
 
“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 
giving you.” –Exodus 20:12 
 
This month and next, as our culture celebrates Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, God’s people can make 
the occasions much more substantive than just greeting cards, gifts, and dinners for a few select rela-
tives.  Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom and perspective that we possess from not only the 
mother and father figures in our own circles, but all the older men and women who have enriched our 
communities with their lives and experiences.  
 
The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to navigate the challenges of their times. Many 
communities in the world honor, respect, and value as “elders” their oldest members.  It’s something we 
surely can use in 21

st
 century North America.  Ours is a time of unprecedented change – both in the 

sweep of change and in the speed at which things are changing.  Our older members can give us per-
spective and patience and wisdom. Here are some ideas: 
 
 Engage elders about issues facing you, your congregation and community. Listen deeply. Take 

notes.  
 Enter into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are their underlying assumptions? 

What sources help inform and inspire them? 
 Compare their approaches to seeing the world and navigating challenges with your own. What is 

helpful? What can assist you?  
 
Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way to not only honor them, but also 
help us find our own way in life. 
 
--Rob Blezard 
 
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 

www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 

 
Thank you   to all who donated items for the Mission Team ’s “Get You Can to Church” Lenten pro-
ject.   Your amazing generosity enabled SOTH to donate a total of 455 pounds of food to Loaves & Fish-
es Ministries.  Way to go!!!! 
 
Ruth Circle meets next on Thursday, May 13th  at 10:00 a.m. May’s devotional lesson titled “Waiting 
to be Unwrapped” was written by Rev. Violet Cucciniello Little. In this devotional, “The Journey of Gener-
ations”, we will look at the shared blessings that intergenerational relationships might bring. There will be 
scripture passages to guide us, stories that might spark your own recollections, and questions for your 
reflection.  All women are welcome to attend.  Come and bring a friend.  Ruth Circle continues to collect 
boxes of cereal (12 oz. or more) for Mercy Today Ministries. 

Lenten Focus on ELCA World Hunger – This Lenten season attendees of the Wednesday night       
services gave a total of $518 in offerings.  As it has been every year, this money will be donated to 
ELCA World Hunger.  Thank you. 
 
SNAPSHOT:  Plans for the 2022 Thrivent Member Wall Calendar already are under way—and your 
help is needed!  The theme for their next calendar is “Focus on What Matters”. They are looking for 
original artwork and photos that reflect what centers you and helps bring your purpose into focus.  It 
could be something you do, a place you go or something you see every day.  Maybe it’s that secluded 
lake your family visits, the wildflowers along your morning walk or a holiday tradition that helps you re-
flect and   reconnect.  Show them what helps you focus on what’s important.  For more information or to 
submit your entries and pre-order your 2022 calendar, visit thrivent.com/calendar.  The deadline for              
submissions is June 30, 2021. 
 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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“NAVIGATING THE COVID WATERS  

Structuring a New Path Forward!” 

        

LOOKING FORWARD…. 

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING…..July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis.  Early bird  
registration opens September 22, 2021. 
 
RAINBOW TRAIL REGISTRATION…..Don’t forget to register for 2021.  We 
are Currently at 1040 people registered for summer!!  More weeks will start clos-
ing soon.  Because Rainbow Trail is licensed child care in the state of Colorado, all 
of our full-time and summer staff will be vaccinated in early spring. 
 
CONFIRMATION CAMP….Shepherd of the Hills is locked in for Confirmation 
Camp, July 18-24.  All students entering into 6th grade are welcome!  Covid 
precautions and pre-camp check ins will again be followed this summer.  If 
you are interested in going to camp with your friends from SOTH that week 
please let Pastor know. 
 
MAY 16, 2021 SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING, and election of 
council members. If you are interested in becoming a member, please let 
Pastor know. 
 
RAINBOW TRAIL WOMEN’S RETREAT—All women of the church are invited 
to take part in the Rainbow Trail Women’s Retreat, OCTOBER 9-11 with the 
optional personal retreat day on October 8th.  There are several SOTH 
women who have expressed interest so you will have some sisters with you!  
Please Note—SIGN-UP STARTS JUNE 1st at rainbowtrail.org under the  
Retreats tab. 

SOTH members will have completed our  mission project of painting Mercy Today Minis-
tries building. Thanks to Dave Jarvis for coordinating the final plans with Becky Rollins and all 
our members who participated in this outreach and fellowship. How awesome to be a part of 
this hands-on activity. 
 
Regular Council elections will be May 16.  Jon Runa and Brad Putzer have finished a 
three year term, but have indicated an interest in continuing.  If you are interested, let the office 
know. 
 
Council is engaged in formulation of a Gift Policy and updating the Vision, Mission, Strategic 

Plan as SOTH engages in the mission of discipleship not only today, but into the future. Rocky 

Mountain Synod staff are available to assist in guiding the congregational process. 

Charlene Coulson—President 
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-about our memories for April 2021 -Christ is Risen, He is risen, indeed.  
Every Sunday reminds us of His resurrection day! We enjoyed meeting on Easter 
Morn for worship and a Treasure hunt with the kids in attendance. Some of us 
were able to enjoy Easter Breakfast together as we were served by the men of 
the congregation. And then on April 11th we had the pleasure of in person Sun-
day school! No wonder the Early Church fashioned worship as a group gathering.  
 

-about Noisy Offering - Sunday school students decided to designate Jesus 
de Los Milagros as April’s noisy offering recipient. We have adopted this congre-
gation as a sister congregation many years ago and they are in need of a new 
building in which to worship. Watch for more information about this mission   
outreach especially near and dear to Dena’s heart. May is the final month,  until 
September that Noisy Offering will be collected as we take a break during the 
summer months from some of our active programming. 
 

-about Sunday School - May 2nd is the Youth Led worship that includes our 
Sunday school students also. Bobbie will continue to mail the lessons to our    
children until the end of Spring curriculum. We will meet on May 23rd,         Pen-
tecost,  first for worship (with balloons and song) and then for hot dogs and 
games on the lawn! Pre Pandemic days our program year for Sunday School ended 
with a celebration and this year we will meet again with joy and fellowship! We 
will have lots of fun activities and food for all. Watch for more details and mark 
your calendar now. 
 

-about Catechism Classes- Youth-led worship was on May 2nd - thanks to all of 
the children and adults that participated with this leadership, especially Dave 
and Nellie for leading the camp songs. 
 

-about RTLC Camp-CONFIRMATION camp for our congregation is scheduled 
for July 18 to 24. Pastor Chris will attend as well as several of our own. This will 
be a great week to bond while learning more about our faith in the Triune God. 
 

-about RTLC Fundraisers- Quite a few of our congregation students are       
already registered for summer camp 2021 - as of now 16 of our youth. Easter 
Sunday brought in around $500! Thank you, Men, for serving the breakfast and 
designating the funds to camperships!  

- about the ELCA National Youth Gathering-we look forward to sending our 
youth to this which is now scheduled for July, 2022, but registration will be in 
September this year.   

-about Adult education- Pastor Chris’s Bible studies on the Beatitudes and the 
Lord’s Prayer have been well attended on zoom. 

-about the next Christian Ed team meeting - Our next meeting will be the 
first Thursday in June, the 2nd at 6pm. We will meet in person with food! 

Dena 
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The Speech and Debate team consists of 22 Tiger Talkers who have been    
competing since October 2019. Tiger Talkers have placed high throughout the 
tournaments this season. The Speech and Debate team is now entering their state 
and national qualifying portion of the season.  

(Our own Atalia Fisher is a member of this team.) 

TIGER TALKERS—Canon City Highschool  
Speech and Debate Team!! 

MEMORIAL DAY 2021 

GOOD JOB!!!! 
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MEET YOUR SYNOD COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Deacon Mary Stoneback is our  Southeast Conference representative on the Rocky Moun-
tain Synod Council. 
 
Deacon Mary is from a very musical family (and she is an identical triplet) and has been a 
world class professional musician since her teens.  The sisters play trumpet, dad plays all brass 
instruments, and mom plays French Horn and together they are Stoneback Brass.  Their music 
has taken them all around the world and they have played alongside many well-known          
musicians. 
 
Pastor Chris and Mary met at Luther Seminary and have been best friends ever since, in spite of 
the large age difference.  Mary graduated from Luther Seminary with a Master of Theology in 
Children, Youth, and Family.  After graduation Mary became the Youth and Family director at 
Ascension Lutheran in Colorado Springs.  Later she continued her studies and is an ordained 
Deacon and called to Ascension.  Her emphasis is on Faith Formation as well as Communica-
tions.  Mary produces many videos for the Rocky Mountain Synod.  In addition to all of this, 
she also has her own photography and video production business. 
 
Since she is new on Synod Council, she is still learning how the Council works.  Deacon Mary 
very much appreciates being part of prayerfully moving the church forward with the other 
Council members.  She hopes she can engage some of the initiatives being discussed and those 
already initiated.  Her hope is to be an effective liaison between Synod, congregations, and the 
larger work of the Church. 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION….FALL 
CONVENTION, OCTOBER 8-9, 2021…… 

 
This will be a Fall Zoom/Virtual/on-line=RMSWO Convention!!!  Registration 
begins June 1, 2021.  If you have any additional questions about how the  
virtual/online convention will happen, please contact…..Julie Elmquist, pres.  
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            NEWS!  NEWS!!  NEWS!!    

NEW Rocky Mountain Synod Ministry:                       
VETERAN SERVANT CORPS         

PROJECT  

On May 1, 2020 the Rocky Mountain Synod 
council approved the Veteran Servant Corps 
Project. This mission will be partnering with 
agencies that help homeless veterans. They will 
provide no-cost retreats at ELCA camps for 
veterans and their families.  

They will also provide training for ELCA clergy and pastoral care support staff to under-
stand veteran issues. Along with this, they will provide ideas and materials for veteran 
awareness and celebrations in ELCA communities.  

You can learn more by going to the RMS web site and select “ministries” on the blue bar; 
then select “Servant Corps”. Under that heading you’ll see “Veteran Servant Corps Project. 
When you click on that, you will be taken to information on what this group is doing and 
will see a button to make a donation. If you are interested in working on this project, please 
contact Vicky Daub at lvdaub2@gmail.com. You may also contact Diana Biggs at  bear-
blanca@aol.com or 719-275-4647. Our fir st r etreat for  veterans and their  families is 
planned for September 10-12, 2021 at Sky Ranch. A future retreat will be planned for  
Rainbow Trail. 

                  COME JOIN US FOR THIS IMPORTANT NEW MISSION.  

          
               AS YOU PRAY, PLEASE REMEMBER…… 

 
All of our Military, especially our  

SOTH members and relatives...   
 

TSgt. Jake Dalzell, USAF, stationed at McConnell AFB, Wichita, KS;  1st Sgt. Austin  Roberts, US     
Army, Stationed at  Ft. Carson;  SMSgt. Joshua  Hinsey, USAF, stationed in Germany; Spec. Mi-
chael Kelley, U.S. Army, 2nd Deployment to Iraq;  Capt. Warren Riner, USAF, deployed overseas;   

Lt. Colonel, Edward Runyan, U.S. Army,  stationed at  Ft. Carson:  SFC. Tony Salyer, U.S. Army,       
stationed at Ft. Carson;  Zachary Jayson,  Military-deployed to  Afghanistan. 
 
Note:Please let us know the names of the military personnel you wish to have on the list.  If you know 
of others who are in the military, please call the church office and we will include their names. 
Please give us the rank and where they are stationed.   

                          Please remember to notify the office of any changes or deletions 
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YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

President—Charlene Coulson 
Vice President– Dianne Bush 
Secretary– Ron Sutton 
 
Blaine Putzer  Sarah Anderson  
Brad Putzer   Cindy Giles-Thomas 
Jon Runa   
   
      Also...Lois Petersen-Kelley                     
    Church  Treasurer  

OUR SOCIAL MINISTRIES:   
 
LOAVES AND FISHES  need help with the following: HOUSEHOLD USED FURNITURE!   Any and all 
Baby Items, CLOTHING of all kinds, They can always use DISH SOAP AND CANNED TUNA (or in pouches) 
CANNED TOMATOES, CANNED BEANS, CANNED VEGETABLES, CANNED FRUIT, CANNED 
SOUP, CANNED PASTA WITH MEAT, PEANUT BUTTER, TOILET PAPER, MAC & CHEESE, 
CEREAL.  Please br ing any frozen foods directly to Loaves & Fishes.  They can always use any non-
perishable food, monetary donations, or household items.  Paper goods are always appreciated, paper towels, 
napkins, toilet paper, etc.  The first Sunday of the month is designated as “Loaves & Fishes Sunday,” however 
you may donate your items at any time in the box provided in the coat room.                                               
    VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!!!! 
 
Pull Tabs from Aluminum Cans : Goes to benefit Ronald McDonald House in Colorado Springs.   
Also:   Paper/Cardboard: Please remove or shred personal information and put papers in a box or plastic bag 
before putting in the blue recycling bin, located at the end of our driveway entrance. 
Aluminum Cans: Please consider donating your aluminum cans to the Humane Society. 
Plastic Bags: Manna House could use those plastic shopping bags with handles. ( Loaves n’ Fishes also uses 
them, but their need varies. Please call them first.) 
Cancelled Stamps:  There is a basket on the table in the coat room for  your  cancelled stamps. Benefits 
TUBFRIM in Norway. 
Box Tops:  Please save your  box tops which are given to the Mountain View Core Knowledge School, for  
their greatest needs. There is a container on the table in the coat room for your box tops. 
 

        Officers of the Congregation 

   President: Charlene Coulson    Vice President: Dianne Bush 

   Secretary: Ron Sutton  Treasurer: Lois Petersen-Kelley 

     Shepherd  of the Hills Staff 
 

 

    

   Pastor: Rev. Christine Hjelmstad  

   Office Administrator:  Sheila Foley 

   Newsletter:  Shirley Kramer 

   Financial Secretary: Barb Knicely 

   Sunday School Superintendent: Dena Richter 

   Secretary of Youth Ministry: Bobbie Anderson 

   

                                                 

 

Organists/Accompanists:  Gerry Willis, Leslie Willis 

Choir Director:  Gerry Willis 

Choir Accompanist:  Cheri Chiaro 

Grounds Keeper: Caroline Bernhardt 

Custodian:  Teresa Burdick 

 

           S.O.T.H.   GENERAL Information Page  
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PLEASE…...IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER, 
PLEASE INFORM THE CHURCH OFFICE—Phone—719-275-6797 

email—sothoffices@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
801 N  Sheridan Ave. 
Cañon City, CO  81212 

 


