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   Gathering 
    The Holy Spirit calls us together as 

the people of God. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Sharing of Peace 

15 

The Living Word of God

Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read 
part or even all of the Bible. It is arguably one of the most 

often referenced books — or set of 
books — in our culture.

In its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection
of writings, divided into two main sections: 

The Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s relation-
ship with and work on behalf of the Hebrew people. 

The New Testament, which shares the story of Jesus, God’s
Son, and his teachings, death and resurrection, as well as the 

experiences and faith of the first followers of Jesus.

But its meaning and its significance to the Christian faith is 
far more complex and profound. As Lutherans, ELCA

members believe that the Bible is not God. It is the written 
Word of God, which was composed by humans who were
inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Bible creates and nurtures 
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to
Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. And 
in reading the Bible, we are invited into a relationship with

God that both challenges us and promises us new life.
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The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Postlude 

WE RE-ENTER THE MISSION FIELD… At Home, At Work, At Play

Liturgy and music reprinted with permission by SundaysandSeasons.com 

License #SB155017.  
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The Gathering Hymn #361    The Day of Resurrection (vs 1 & 4) 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We would follow Jesus, but sometimes our faith is weak and we do not know 

how to come in out of the shadows of life. The One who sent Jesus to us is a 

God of love who longs to grace us with mercy.  

C: We try to be so careful, Faithful God, yet we make so many mistakes. 

We think we are so wise, yet do not understand the simple wonder of a 

child. We spend so little time in your presence, and ask why we do not 

know your dreams for us. We long to be good, upright people, but find our 

hearts tripping over the temptations of the world which seem so attractive 

and grasp for our attention. Have mercy, Covenant Keeper, and be gra-

cious to us. As you continue to teach us your hopes, your dreams, your love 

for us, may we practice what we learn, as we follow our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, in faith. 

P: Out of our lives laced with foolish mistakes and unwise choices, God is able 

to weave a tapestry of grace, forgiveness, and healing.  

C: God has sent redemption for all. At all times, and for every grace, we 

give thanks to God in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who embraces us 

with his love and forgiveness in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.  
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Sending 
God blesses us and send us in mission to the world. 

The Benediction 

Announcements 

The Sending Hymn          #840   Now Thank We All Our God 
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Thanksgiving

P: Let us pray. 

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
  you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 
  into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: By your Word you call your people to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
  from captivity, water on a desert journey, a pathway home from exile, and 
  wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, and the way of 
  your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,  

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
  faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor  
  and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn of Praise 

The Kyrie  



6 11 

The Prayers of the Church 

...God of mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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  The Hymn of the Day  #595   Jesus Loves Me 

7 

The Apostolic Greeting 
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
      communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

The Prayer of the Day  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and 
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 
give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The First Lesson Acts 17:22-31 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who 
know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the 
“unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who 
will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the 
dead. 

Psalm 66:8-20 
8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 

9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip. 

10For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but 
you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 

14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of 
rams; I will give you oxen and goats. 

16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 

19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
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The Second Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of 
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance 
with what is right. 

The Gospel John 14:15-21 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages    
obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them        
forever. 

The Sermon Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

The Alleluia Verse 
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The Second Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of 
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance 
with what is right. 

The Gospel John 14:15-21 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages    
obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them        
forever. 

The Sermon Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

The Alleluia Verse 
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  The Hymn of the Day  #595   Jesus Loves Me 
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The Prayers of the Church 

...God of mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving

P: Let us pray. 

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
  you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 
  into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: By your Word you call your people to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
  from captivity, water on a desert journey, a pathway home from exile, and 
  wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, and the way of 
  your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,  

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
  faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor  
  and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 



13 

Sending 
God blesses us and send us in mission to the world. 

The Benediction 

Announcements 

The Sending Hymn          #840   Now Thank We All Our God 
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The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Postlude 

WE RE-ENTER THE MISSION FIELD… At Home, At Work, At Play

Liturgy and music reprinted with permission by SundaysandSeasons.com 

License #SB155017.  
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The Living Word of God 

Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read 
part or even all of the Bible. It is arguably one of the most 

often referenced books — or set of  
books — in our culture. 

In its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection 
of writings, divided into two main sections: 

The Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s relation-
ship with and work on behalf of the Hebrew people. 

The New Testament, which shares the story of Jesus, God’s 
Son, and his teachings, death and resurrection, as well as the 

experiences and faith of the first followers of Jesus. 

But its meaning and its significance to the Christian faith is 
far more complex and profound. As Lutherans, ELCA 

members believe that the Bible is not God. It is the written 
Word of God, which was composed by humans who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Bible creates and nurtures 
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to 
Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. And 
in reading the Bible, we are invited into a relationship with 

God that both challenges us and promises us new life. 
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