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Sacred Dialogue meets the first Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  This is a safe place and 
time of deep listening and respectful conversation.  Topics are not "scheduled" but are instead 
of importance to the participants.  In previous sessions we have discussed a variety of important 
issues such as politics, COVID vaccines, and Christian living.  We ask questions, share wisdom, 
and support one another.  We do not always agree, but we always seek to understand.  As one 
participant noted, "We've been talking for over an hour and there haven't been any 
fights!"   Please join us March 6 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom!  

We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right because your 
faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.               

2 Thessalonians 1:3 
 

As I write Lent has just begun.  On Ash Wednesday we were reminded that we are not God, we 
are mortal; that we are dust and to dust we shall return.  The Lenten discipline includes sacrifi-
cial giving, prayer, and fasting.  Gratitude is not a specific Lenten marker, but my heart is full of 
gratitude this Lent.  Every day I am amazed at what is happening here! 
 
I am so excited to see so many people getting involved in the existing ministry of Shepherd of 
the Hills. I am so excited to see so many people taking part in new things happening here and 
imagining more that could happen.  The pandemic tried to slow us down, but it did not succeed 
by a long shot!  HA! Take that COVID-19!  For all of this, I am grateful. 
 
We just wrapped up a Bible study on the Beatitudes as discipleship.  Our little group learned, 
taught, encouraged, and prayed with and for one another.  Our study has been, and continues to 
be, lived out.  This month we begin a deep study on the Lord’s Prayer.  The Council is studying 
about leading the congregation in change into deeper discipleship.  For all of this, I am grateful. 
 
Our Phone Ministry is going great and connections are being made.  Maybe the caller and the 
called had never spoken before, maybe they are best friends.  Still there is ministry that is hap-
pening between them through encouraging one another, holding one another in prayer, and sup-
porting each other through the ups and downs of life.  For all of this, I am grateful. 
 
Even though we are not quite to where we can have full choir practices, it feels close.  Barring 
any new variants and with more folks getting vaccinated, we can hope that it is soon.  In spite of 
everything, our music continues to be fantastic with Gerry, Leslie, and all the special music vo-
calists and musicians.  For all of this, I am grateful. 
 
Our midweek Lenten worship is not how we have traditionally experienced it, but I hope it is 
meaningful.  We are blessed to have different speakers each week (and I am blessed to be min-
istered by and preached to through them!!).  For all of this, I am grateful. 
 
Even in the midst of so much turmoil in our country and world, we continue to thrive.  There is 
so much positive energy for ministry and people are being so very generous with sharing of 
their time, talents, and treasure.  We are able to do more than we did pre-pandemic because we 
have remained faithful and invested in the ministry we do and the partnerships we have had and 
are cultivating.  For all of this, I am grateful.  For all of you, I am GRATEFUL! 
 

With gratitude and love, Pastor Chris 
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               AS YOU PRAY, PLEASE REMEMBER…… 

 
All of our Military, especially our  

SOTH members and relatives...   
 

TSgt. Jake Dalzell, USAF, stationed at McConnell AFB, Wichita, KS;  1st Sgt. Austin  Roberts, US     
Army, Stationed at  Ft. Carson;  SMSgt. Joshua  Hinsey, USAF, stationed in Germany; Spec. Michael 
Kelley, U.S. Army, 2nd Deployment to Iraq;  Capt. Warren Riner, USAF, deployed overseas;  Captain. 
Nick     Romano, U.S. Army, Stationed at Ft. Polk, LA; Lt. Colonel, Edward Runyan, U.S. Army,        
stationed at  Ft. Carson:  SFC. Tony Salyer, U.S. Army, stationed at Ft. Carson;  Zachary Jayson,  Military
-deployed to  Afghanistan. 
 
Note:Please let us know the names of the military personnel you wish to have on the list.  If you know of 
others who are in the military, please call the church office and we will include their names. Please give 
us the rank and where they are stationed.   

                          Please remember to notify the office of any changes or deletions 

Mar. 1  Marcus Norden 
Mar. 3  Diana Biggs 
Mar. 4  Dean Sandoval 
Mar. 6  Lois Petersen-Kelley 
Mar. 9  Sally Peterson 
Mar. 9  Ann Erickson 
Mar. 11 Beth Boxell 
Mar. 11 Rick Wolken 
Mar. 13 Roger Bivens 
Mar. 18 Gloria Kalmerton 
Mar. 25 Makayla Marietta 
Mar. 26 Andy Fisher 
Mar. 26 Becky Romano 
Mar. 26 Dena Wangerin-Richter 
 
 
Please, if your name is not listed, and 
you would like to have it listed, please 
let the office know, Also, please let us 
know of any corrections...spelling or 
date.         ..Thanks Shirley 

 NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

 

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins….. 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 
14th!!!!! 

Set your clocks 
AHEAD one 

hour!! 
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   MISSION NEWS  
“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 
  Winston Churchill 

“We make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.” 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17
th

.  During Lent SOTH’s focus is on 
hunger.  All offerings received at the Wednesday evening services will be donated to 
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. 
 
Ruth Circle meets March11th at 10 a.m. for session three of the study “Journeys with Angels.” This 
month we will discover and remember the angels who bring comfort to God’s people and to us.  We 
continue to collect cereal for Mercy Today Ministries’ food pantry.  All women of SOTH and their friends 
are welcome.  Hope to see you there!  If you need a copy of the lesson, contact Marty Waite (275-5950 
or cabnlife@yahoo.com).  
 

Lent: Time to go the second mile  
“If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent on you, you shall support 
them.” - Leviticus 25:35a 
 
Thanks to vaccines, we can expect an end to the pandemic this year, but the econom-
ic recovery will linger much longer.  Our government reports that half the families in 
our nation lost income in 2020, with many of them forced into desperate poverty. 
Billions of dollars in federal assistance and a moratorium on evictions have helped 
ease the pain, but many are suffering.  The pandemic’s economic victims may include 
you, your family members, and people in your community or congregation.  
Lent has begun, but it’s not too late to adopt a discipline that may simultaneously help 
bring you closer to God, increase your faith and help your neighbor.  Pray for guidance 
on how best to respond to the need. Here are some ideas: 
Pray. Set aside time each day to talk and listen to God. 
 
 If you can afford to, make a financial contribution, give sacrificially to a ministry 

that‘s helping people get by. A food pantry, soup kitchen, homeless shelter, cloth-

ing closet. Can you make a weekly donation through Lent, and beyond?   ***** 

 If you cannot afford to make a financial contribution, can you volunteer?  Are there 
special talents – writing, online communications, organizing, fund-raising, etc. – 
that you might be able to donate?  

 In your congregation, start or expand a helping ministry. Alternatively, lead your 
church to become a ministry that’s already doing a good job. 

 Learn about the needs in your congregation and community, and then educate oth-
ers. 

 Advocate on issues of poverty and economic justice.  
 
The pandemic’s bruising effects will take years to heal. As God’s people, we can help 
by praying, serving and supporting those in need. 
–Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 
www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 

*****  Consider Loaves & Fishes Ministries, Mercy Today Ministries, Manna House and Sen-

ior Services Solutions Plus, all local organizations.  Remember, SOTH is collecting nonperisha-
ble foods for Loaves & Fishes through Lent.  See the February Newsletter for items being col-
lected.  There are boxes on/under the Mission Team table to place your donations in. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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A PAGE OF THANK YOU’S!!! 

Rainbow Trail Sunday was once again a beautiful worship service and thank you 
to the congregation for supporting our youth and children with camperships.  The 
Youth did a fantastic job with music and bringing the message!  A BIG THANK 
YOU to the youth as well as Dena Richter and Becky Romano for organizing 
and leading worship as well as mentoring our kids.  Thank you to Dave and   Nel-
lie Jarvis for  providing music and for the great camp exper ience even in the 
midst of a pandemic.  Thank you to Rick Romano for putting together the 
slideshow featuring our kids at camp.  You are all blessings to our young people.  

 

In January we installed our 2021 Council: Charlene Coulson (President),          
Dianne Bush (VP), Ron Sutton (Secretary), Lois Petersen-Kelley (Treasurer), 
Blaine Putzer, Cindy Giles-Thomas, Jon Runa, Brad Putzer, and Sarah     
Anderson.  We give thanks for the faithful service of Linda Freed and Jerry    
Putzer, whose terms have been completed.  Thank you to the 2020 Council for 
your outstanding work in leading us during these crazy times!  We look forward 
to 2021 with hope!!nd to the whole community of Shepherd of the Hills!                                      

 

A Big Thank You to Gerry and Leslie Willis for their beautiful music every      
Sunday.  Thank you, it is so very much appreciated!! 

EASTER SUNDAY-APRIL 4, 2021 
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“NAVIGATING THE COVID WATERS  

Structuring a New Path Forward!” 

        

 

 

1 Peter 3:18–22 (NRSV) 

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also 
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good        
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

 

Devotion 

1 Peter 3 offers a powerful reminder of the power of baptism, which is not simply the removal 
of a smudge or two from the body, but a participation in the sin-forgiving, death-conquering, 
life-giving power of Jesus’ resurrection. In this season of the year, take time to consider your 
baptism. Remember that it is God’s saving power at work in your life, placing you in right   
relationship with God in heaven. But in the same way that Jesus’ life and ministry resulted in 
suffering, so will yours. Every Christian travels the rough and chaotic waters of life in the ark 
of baptism, tossed about by waves large and small, but ultimately assured that the God of  
heaven will ultimately bring us to a good resting place. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for sealing us with baptism. Help us trust in your kindness, even 
as we sway uneasily on life’s chaotic waves. Amen. 

Michael Chan ’09 M.A. 

Assistant Professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary 
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MARCH 28  

APRIL 1 

APRIL 2 

APRIL 3 

APRIL 4 
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-about Ash Wednesday and 40 days of Lent - “How good Lord to be here!” ex-
claimed Peter on the top of the Mountain (no, not at RTLC) where Jesus had led 
him and his buddies James and John. Peter knows how good it is to be in Jesus’ 
presence and so do we. Every Wednesday all of us are invited to join together at 
6pm for conversations, crafts and meditation on “We the Church”! Students are 
expected to attend these. Bring a “brown bag” supper and plan to be together IN 
PERSON with our brothers and sisters in FAITH. How wonderful it was to see so 
many Catechism students at worship Ash Wednesday evening. 
 

-about Noisy Offering-February’s offering was directed to the Children’s   
Hospital. Thanks to our Catechism students for deciding where to share Febru-
ary’s offering of change and thank you those who attend and give. Notice the list 
on the bulletin board as to where these monies have gone. 
 

-about March Sunday Classes-A new season in the liturgical year has just       
begun.  We now observe the season of Lent, with the color of purple. In March, 
our weekly lessons which are mailed to each family’s home include the following 
scripture: Exodus 20:1-17, the 10 Commandments; Numbers 21:4-9, Moses and the 
Bronze Serpent; John 12:20-33, Jesus Predicts His Death/Sacrifice and the final 
Sunday of March is PALM SUNDAY! God willing, we will be able to have children of 
the congregation attend so they may raise their Palms and sing sweet Hosanna to 
our King as a processional into our sanctuary. 
 

-about Catechism Classes- We terminated our  ZOOM meetings on Sundays for 
now. Instead, we all gather together on Wednesdays at 6 pm with our family and 
own dinner. We will engage in conversations, crafts and meditations on how God, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit unite us as ONE. Pastor and the Ed team call all of you 
to attend Brown Bag Buddies for Crafts, Conversation and Communion. Be there or 
be square!     
 

-about RTLC Camp-You have all received the application for a Camership in the 
mail by now from Bobbie. If you are not yet registered with RTLC, do that NOW 
and then turn in the application as soon as you can, either by mail, or deliver it in 
person. Students currently in grades 5-8, please consider attending our church’s 
week for CONFIRMATION camp, July 18 to 24 as your week this summer.  
This is a special week to bond with our own group.  

-about a possible youth/family party-March 17th is a worship night as well as 
St. Patrick's Day and Spring Break. What can we do to liven up our gathering? 
Dance jigs? Wear Green? Eat corn beef and cabbage? All of those? Watch Thurs-
day Emails to see what may materialize on that day/night. 

-about March meeting- Also…..Christian Education will meet at 6pm on March 
25th the 4th Thursday of the month. We will meet on ZOOM once again. 

Dena 
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           NEWS!  NEWS!!  NEWS!!    

NEW Rocky Mountain Synod Ministry:                       
VETERAN SERVANT CORPS         

PROJECT  

On May 1, 2020 the Rocky Mountain Synod 
council approved the Veteran Servant Corps 
Project. This mission will be partnering with 
agencies that help homeless veterans. They will 
provide no-cost retreats at ELCA camps for 
veterans and their families.  

They will also provide training for ELCA clergy and pastoral care support staff to under-
stand veteran issues. Along with this, they will provide ideas and materials for veteran 
awareness and celebrations in ELCA communities.  

You can learn more by going to the RMS web site and select “ministries” on the blue bar; 
then select “Servant Corps”. Under that heading you’ll see “Veteran Servant Corps Project. 
When you click on that, you will be taken to information on what this group is doing and 
will see a button to make a donation. If you are interested in working on this project, please 
contact Vicky Daub at lvdaub2@gmail.com. You may also contact Diana Biggs at  bear-
blanca@aol.com or 719-275-4647. Our fir st r etreat for  veterans and their  families is 
planned for September 10-12, 2021 at Sky Ranch. A future retreat will be planned for  
Rainbow Trails. COME JOIN US FOR THIS IMPORTANT NEW MISSION.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Because the pandemic has created isolation in some way for each of us, we have a team of 8 
who will be calling on members and other "regulars" once a month just to check in, and pray 
with and for you.   
 
If you do not receive a call by the end of December please let Pastor Chris or Sheila know.  We 
tried to get everyone on the list, but you may have been unintentionally missed, or we do not 
have a current phone number for you.   
 
We are excited about this new ministry and pray it is a blessing for us all!  If you would like to 
be a member of the calling team, please let Pastor know.  Talk to you soon!  
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Chris 
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YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

President—Charlene Coulson 
Vice President– Dianne Bush 
Secretary– Ron Sutton 
 
Blaine Putzer  Sarah Anderson  
Brad Putzer   Cindy Giles-Thomas 
Jon Runa   
   
      Also...Lois Petersen-Kelley                     
    Church  Treasurer  

OUR SOCIAL MINISTRIES:   
 
LOAVES AND FISHES  need help with the following: HOUSEHOLD USED FURNITURE!   Any and all 
Baby Items, CLOTHING of all kinds, They can always use DISH SOAP AND CANNED TUNA (or in pouches) 
CANNED TOMATOES, CANNED BEANS, CANNED VEGETABLES, CANNED FRUIT, CANNED 
SOUP, CANNED PASTA WITH MEAT, PEANUT BUTTER, TOILET PAPER, MAC & CHEESE, 
CEREAL.  Please br ing any frozen foods directly to Loaves & Fishes.  They can always use any non-
perishable food, monetary donations, or household items.  Paper goods are always appreciated, paper towels, 
napkins, toilet paper, etc.  The first Sunday of the month is designated as “Loaves & Fishes Sunday,” however 
you may donate your items at any time in the box provided in the coat room.                                               
    VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!!!! 
 
Pull Tabs from Aluminum Cans : Goes to benefit Ronald McDonald House in Colorado Springs.   
Also:   Paper/Cardboard: Please remove or shred personal information and put papers in a box or plastic bag 
before putting in the blue recycling bin, located at the end of our driveway entrance. 
Aluminum Cans: Please consider donating your aluminum cans to the Humane Society. 
Plastic Bags: Manna House could use those plastic shopping bags with handles. ( Loaves n’ Fishes also uses 
them, but their need varies. Please call them first.) 
Cancelled Stamps:  There is a basket on the table in the coat room for  your  cancelled stamps. Benefits 
TUBFRIM in Norway. 
Box Tops:  Please save your  box tops which are given to the Mountain View Core Knowledge School, for  
their greatest needs. There is a container on the table in the coat room for your box tops. 
 

        Officers of the Congregation 

   President: Charlene Coulson    Vice President: Dianne Bush 

   Secretary: Ron Sutton  Treasurer: Lois Petersen-Kelley 

     Shepherd  of the Hills Staff 
 

 

    

   Pastor: Rev. Christine Hjelmstad  

   Office Administrator:  Sheila Foley 

   Newsletter/Office Assistant: Shirley Kramer 

   Financial Secretary: Barb Knicely 

   Sunday School Superintendent: Dena Richter 

   Secretary of Youth Ministry: Bobbie Anderson 

   

                                                 

 

Organists/Accompanists:  Gerry Willis, Leslie Willis 

Choir Director:  Gerry Willis 

Choir Accompanist:  Cheri Chiaro 

Grounds Keeper: Caroline Bernhardt 

Custodian:  Teresa Burdick 

 

           S.O.T.H.   GENERAL Information Page  
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VITA, volunteer Tax Preparers, will be able to help you with your income tax forms but 
this year it will be by Appointment Only.  The number to call for an appointment 
is…...719-214-8949 

  2021 

    
    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes
day 

Thurs-
day 

Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  
6 PM Sis-
ters of 
Hope 

  9 AM-1 PM 
- VITA 

  
  
  
3-7  PM - 
VITA 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Noisy    
Offering 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  
5:30 Book 
Club 
7 PM Coun-
cil Mtg 
  

9 AM-1 PM 
– VITA 
  
1PM Crafting 
for Christ 
  

  
10 AM Ruth 
Circle 
  
3 -7 PM - 
VITA 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

  
  
  
Daylight 
Savings 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 
  
  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

  9 AM-1 PM 
– VITA 
  
  
St. Pat-
rick’s Day 

  
  
  
3 -7 PM - 
VITA 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  
  
  
First Day of 
Spring 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

  9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  9 AM-1 PM 
– VITA 
  
1PM Crafting 
for Christ 
  

  
  
  
3 -7 PM - 
VITA 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

  

28 29 30 31 April-1 April 2  April-3 

  

 Palm 
Sunday 

9 AM Peace 
in Motion 

     MAUNDY 
THURS-
DAY 

GOOD 
FRIDAY 
 

 HOLY 

SATURDAY 



  

 

PLEASE…...IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER, 
PLEASE INFORM THE CHURCH OFFICE—Phone—719-275-6797 

email—sothoffices@gmail.com 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
801 N  Sheridan Ave. 
Cañon City, CO  81212 


