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   Gathering 
    The Holy Spirit calls us together as 

the people of God. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Sharing of Peace 

15 

The Living Word of God 

Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read 
part or even all of the Bible. It is arguably one of the most 

often referenced books — or set of  
books — in our culture. 

In its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection 
of writings, divided into two main sections: 

The Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s relation-
ship with and work on behalf of the Hebrew people. 

The New Testament, which shares the story of Jesus, God’s 
Son, and his teachings, death and resurrection, as well as the 

experiences and faith of the first followers of Jesus. 

But its meaning and its significance to the Christian faith is 
far more complex and profound. As Lutherans, ELCA 

members believe that the Bible is not God. It is the written 
Word of God, which was composed by humans who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Bible creates and nurtures 
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to 
Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. And 
in reading the Bible, we are invited into a relationship with 

God that both challenges us and promises us new life. 



14 

The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Postlude 

WE RE-ENTER THE MISSION FIELD… At Home, At Work, At Play

Liturgy and music reprinted with permission by SundaysandSeasons.com 

License #SB155017.  
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The Gathering Hymn    #855 Crown Him With Many Crowns (vs 1, 3 & 5) 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We would follow Jesus, but sometimes our faith is weak and we do not know 

how to come in out of the shadows of life. The One who sent Jesus to us is a 

God of love who longs to grace us with mercy.  

C: We try to be so careful, Faithful God, yet we make so many mistakes. 

We think we are so wise, yet do not understand the simple wonder of a 

child. We spend so little time in your presence, and ask why we do not 

know your dreams for us. We long to be good, upright people, but find our 

hearts tripping over the temptations of the world which seem so attractive 

and grasp for our attention. Have mercy, Covenant Keeper, and be gra-

cious to us. As you continue to teach us your hopes, your dreams, your love 

for us, may we practice what we learn, as we follow our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, in faith. 

P: Out of our lives laced with foolish mistakes and unwise choices, God is able 

to weave a tapestry of grace, forgiveness, and healing.  

C: God has sent redemption for all. At all times, and for every grace, we 

give thanks to God in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who embraces us 

with his love and forgiveness in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.  
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Sending 
God blesses us and send us in mission to the world. 

The Benediction  

Announcements 

The Sending Hymn          #838  Beautiful Savior 



12 

Thanksgiving
P: Let us pray. 

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
  you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 
  into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: By your Word you call your people to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
  from captivity, water on a desert journey, a pathway home from exile, and 
  wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, and the way of 
  your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,  

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
  faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor  
  and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering / Special Music 
     Make Me A Channel of Your Peace (Prayer of St. Francis)       

By: Sebastian Temple 

      Arranged By: Martin Neary 

Bob Erickson, Soloist 

Angela Bellantoni, Accompanist 
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Hymn of Praise 

The Kyrie  
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The Prayers of the Church 

...God of mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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  The Hymn of the Day #142  Hail Thee, Festival Day 
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The Apostolic Greeting 
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
      communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

The Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, 
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The First Lesson Acts 1:1-11 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of 
the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words pro-
vide an outline of the book of Acts. 

Psalm: 47 

   1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a joyful sound. 

2For the Lord Most High is to be feared: 
  a great king over all the earth, 

3who subdues the peoples under us, 
  and the nations under our feet; 

4who chooses our inheritance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves. 

5God has gone up with a shout, 
  the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our king, sing praises. 

7For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song. 

 8God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high. 

 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of 
the God of Abraham. The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is 
highly exalted.   
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The Second Lesson Ephesians 1:15-23 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephe-
sians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ 
and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

The Gospel Luke 24:44-53 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a  
blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

The Sermon Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

The Alleluia Verse 
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The Second Lesson Ephesians 1:15-23 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephe-
sians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ 
and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

The Gospel Luke 24:44-53 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a  
blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

The Sermon Pastor Chris Hjelmstad 

The Alleluia Verse 
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  The Hymn of the Day #142  Hail Thee, Festival Day 
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The Prayers of the Church 

...God of mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving
P: Let us pray. 

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
  you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 
  into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: By your Word you call your people to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
  from captivity, water on a desert journey, a pathway home from exile, and 
  wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
  forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, and the way of 
  your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,  

C: We give you thanks and praise. 

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
  faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
  Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor  
  and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering / Special Music 
     Make Me A Channel of Your Peace (Prayer of St. Francis)       

By: Sebastian Temple 

      Arranged By: Martin Neary 

Bob Erickson, Soloist 

Angela Bellantoni, Accompanist 
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Sending 
God blesses us and send us in mission to the world. 

The Benediction  

Announcements 

The Sending Hymn          #838  Beautiful Savior 
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The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Postlude 

WE RE-ENTER THE MISSION FIELD… At Home, At Work, At Play

Liturgy and music reprinted with permission by SundaysandSeasons.com 

License #SB155017.  
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The Living Word of God 

Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read 
part or even all of the Bible. It is arguably one of the most 

often referenced books — or set of  
books — in our culture. 

In its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection 
of writings, divided into two main sections: 

The Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s relation-
ship with and work on behalf of the Hebrew people. 

The New Testament, which shares the story of Jesus, God’s 
Son, and his teachings, death and resurrection, as well as the 

experiences and faith of the first followers of Jesus. 

But its meaning and its significance to the Christian faith is 
far more complex and profound. As Lutherans, ELCA 

members believe that the Bible is not God. It is the written 
Word of God, which was composed by humans who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Bible creates and nurtures 
faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to 
Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. And 
in reading the Bible, we are invited into a relationship with 

God that both challenges us and promises us new life. 
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